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    nitrites, and  N-nitroso compounds received from the national focal 
    points for collaboration in the WHO Environmental Health Criteria 
    Programme in Bulgaria, Canada, Czechoslovakia, the Federal Republic of 
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1.  SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDIES

1.1  Summary

    1.1.1  Analytical methods 

    1.1.1.1  Nitrates and nitrites 

        The Task Group recognized that interpretation of the results of 
    analyses of nitrates and nitrites in environmental and biological 
    media would vary according to the analytical methods employed (e.g. 
    spectrophotometry, spectrofluorimetry, nitrate specific electrode) and 
    that this would make meaningful comparisons of much data in the 
    literature difficult. 

        It was considered, however, that reported figures for water and 
    for meat products could be compared as far as the assessment of health 
    hazards was concerned. The Group also noted that, although the 
    principle underlying a particular method of analysis may well be the 
    same for a variety of substrates, difficulties usually arise during 
    the sampling, extraction, and clean-up procedures which vary in 
    complexity according to the nature of the substrate being analysed. 
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