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NOTE TO READERS OF THE CRI TERI A DOCUMENTS

Wil e every effort has been nmade to present information in the
criteria docunments as accurately as possible wi thout unduly del ayi ng
their publication, nistakes mght have occurred and are likely to
occur in the future. In the interest of all users of the environnental
health criteria docunents, readers are kindly requested to conmuni cate
any errors found to the Division of Environnental Health, Wrld Health
Organi zation, Ceneva, Switzerland, in order that they may be incl uded
in corrigenda which will appear in subsequent vol unes.

In addition, experts in any particular field dealt with in the
criteria docunents are kindly requested to nake available to the WHO
Secretariat any inportant published information that may have
i nadvertently been onitted and which nmay change the eval uati on of
heal th risks from exposure to the environnental agent under
exam nation, so that the infornation may be considered in the event of
updating and re-eval uating the conclusions contained in the criteria
docunent s.

VWHO TASK GRCUP ON ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH CRI TERI A FOR NI TRATES
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Li st of Abbreviations

DIVN N-net hyl - N-nitrosomet hanam ne ( N-nitrosodi net hyl am ne,
di net hyl ni t r osami ne)

DEN N-et hyl - N-nitrosoet hanam ne ( N-nitrosodi et hyl ani ne,
di et hyl ni t r osam ne)

DVA N net hyl net hanam ne (di net hyl am ne)

DEA N- et hyl et hanani ne (di et hyl anmi ne)

TVA N, N- di et hyl met hanam ne (tri nmet hyl am ne)

TMAO trinmethyl oxam ne (trinmethyl am ne oxide)

ENVI RONMENTAL HEALTH CRI TERI A FOR NI TRATES, N TRI TES, AND N- NI TRCSO
COVPOUNDS

A WHO Task Group on Environnmental Health Criteria for Nitrates,
Nitrites and N nitroso conpounds net in Lyons from16 to 20 February
1976. Dr Higginson, Director of the International Agency for Research
on Cancer opened the neeting on behalf of the Director-General. The
Task Group reviewed and anmended the second draft of the criteria
docunent and rmade an eval uation of the health risks from exposure to
t hese conpounds.

The preparation of the first draft of the criteria docunent was
based on national reviews of health effects research on nitrates,
nitrites, and N-nitroso compounds received fromthe national focal
points for collaboration in the WHO Environnmental Health Criteria
Programme in Bul garia, Canada, Czechoslovakia, the Federal Republic of
Germany, Netherl ands, New Zeal and, Pol and, the United Kingdom the
USA, and the USSR Dr |I. C. Minro, Toxicol ogical Research Division,
Health Protection Branch of the Departnent of National Health and
Wel fare, Otawa, Ontario, Canada, prepared both the first draft and
the second draft which took into account the conmments received from
the national focal points in Bulgaria, Canada, Czechosl ovaki a,

Fi nl and, Japan, New Zeal and, Pol and, Sweden, USA, and the USSR, from
the United Nations Industrial Devel opnent Organization (UNIDO), the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO, the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO), the International Atom c Energy Agency (| AEA), the Health
Protection Directorate of the Comm ssion of the European Communities
(CECQ), and fromthe International Federation of Pharnaceuti cal

Manuf act urers' Associ ations (1 FPMA).

At the request of the Secretariat, conments were al so received

fromDr S. Gden, Agricultural College, Departnent of Soil Science,
Di vi sion of Ecochem stry, Uppsala, Sweden.
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Thi s docunent is based prinmarily on national contributions and on
original publications listed in the reference section. In addition
sonme recent publications reviewi ng the environnental health aspects of

nitrates, nitrites and N-nitroso conpounds have been used. These

i nclude reviews and synposia by the US National Acadeny of Sciences,
Washi ngton, DC (Committee on Nitrate Accumrul ation, 1972), the US
Department of Health, Education and Welfare (1970), the US

Envi ronmental Protection Agency,? the International Agency for
Research on Cancer (Bogovski 8: W&l ker, 1974; Bogovski et al., 1972a;
Wal ker et al., 1970), Druckrey et al. (1967), Lee (1970a), Magee &
Barnes (1967), Magee et al. (1976), Montesano & Bartch (1976), and Sen
(1974).

Detail s concerning the WHO Environnental Health Criteria
Progranme including the definition of sone ternms frequently used in
the docunents may be found in the general introduction to the
Envi ronnental Health Criteria Programe published together with the
environnmental health criteria docunent on nercury (Environnental
Health Criteria 1 -- Mercury, Wrld Health Organization, CGeneva
1976) .

& "US Environnental Protection Agency (1976) Scientific and
techni cal assessnent report on nitrosam nes. Preprint of docunent
submitted for publication in the STAR series, Wshi ngton DC
Ofice of Reserch and Devel oprment, 210 pp.
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