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The Steps towards measuring the burden of infodemics were the main outcomes of the Fifth WHO Infodemic 
Management Conference, which took place between 2 and 11 November 2021. 

The Conference was led by Tim Nguyen and Tina Purnat of WHO, and Elisabeth Wilhelm and Howard Chiou of 
the US CDC, and supported by the Digital Health and Innovations team at The George Institute for Global Health, 
India. Their work was directed by Sylvie Briand, Director of the WHO Department of Epidemic and Pandemic 
Preparedness and Prevention. 

WHO is grateful for the work and contributions of experts from all over the world who contributed to the 
conference with lightning talks: Isabella Ballalai, Brazilian Immunization Society, Brazil  |  Noel Brewer, University 
of North Carolina, USA  |  Lucie M Bucci, Canadian Public Health Association, Canada  |  Neville Calleja, Ministry 
for Health, Malta  |  Marcelo D’Agostino, PAHO/WHO  |  Adam Dunn, The University of Sydney, Australia  |  Ashish 
Joshi, City University of New York, USA  |  Filippo Menczer, Indiana University, USA  |  Antonio Parrilla, Presidenza 
del Consiglio dei Ministri, Italy  |  Elena Petelos, University of Crete, Greece  |  Dimitri Prybylski, US CDC  |  Theresa 
Senft, Macquarie University, Australia  |  Sander van der Linden, University of Cambridge, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland  |  Claire Wardle, University of Pennsylvania, USA  |  Odette Wegwarth, Charité 
– Universitätsmedizin Berlin & Max Planck Institute for Human Development, Germany.

Further important input in preparing for the Conference was provided generously by the country, regional and 
international levels of WHO; a range of external partners; and the Demand for Immunization Team of the US 
CDC Global Immunization Division. The following contributors are particularly appreciated for their assistance in 
preparing and running the Conference, and in facilitating the discussion towards the outcomes of the Conference:

WHO core organizing team: Supriya Bezbaruah  |  Sylvie Briand  |  Christine Czerniak  |  Catherine Ferrandis-
Bertrand  |  Sarah Hess  |  Tim Nguyen  |  Tina Purnat  |  Romana Rauf  |  Sally Smith  |  Becky White  |  Brian Yau

US CDC core organizing team: Howard Chiou  |  Atsuyoshi Ishizumi  |  Jessica Kolis  |  Muriel Konne  |  Shibani 
Kulkarni  |  Dimitri Prybylski  |  Nessa Ryan  |  Christopher Voegeli  |  Elisabeth Wilhelm  |  Daiva Yee

The George Institute for Global Health India conference support team: Hyjel D’Souza  |  Abhinav Devaria  |  
Anil G Jacob  |  Oommen John  |  Prashanthi Kamath  |  Ashish Manwar  |  Vijaybabu Mudaliar  |  Shruti Murthy  
|  Varadharajan Srinivasan  |  Shabbir Syed Abdul

Colleagues in the WHO Information Network for Epidemics (EPI-WIN): Catherine Bertrand-Ferrandis  |  Supriya 
Bezbaruah  |  Andre Buell  |  Christine Czerniak  |  Sarah Hess  |  Jaya Lamichhane  |  Jianfang Liu  |  Ramona 
Ludolph  |  Alexandra McPhedran  |  Romana Rauf  |  Katherine Sheridan  |  Sally Smith  |  Aicha Taybi  |  Judith 
Van Holten  |  Brian Yau

This document was produced by the World Health Organization Department of Epidemic and Pandemic 
Preparedness and Prevention. Anita Buragohain provided rapporteur services and wrote this report.
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Note to the reader

This report condenses discussions according to the subjects addressed, rather than attempting to provide a 
chronological summary. The summaries of the discussions and group work address the themes emerging from 
wide-ranging discussions among all speakers, and do not necessarily imply consensus unless otherwise stated. 

Summaries of presentations and of points made during discussion are presented as opinions expressed; no 
judgement is implied as to their veracity or otherwise.
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