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1. Introduction

This report summarizes the first World Health Organization (WHO) Global Diabetes Compact 

Forum meeting that took place 10–11 November 2021. 

Links to the recording can be found at the end of this report. The meeting agenda is in Appendix 1. The 
meeting was attended by representatives of approximately 50 United Nations organizations and non-state 
actors, such as nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), academia, the private sector and philanthropic 
institutions with a balanced representation from all WHO regions. Appendix 2 provides a list of participants.

The WHO Global Diabetes Compact Forum was established to share and disseminate ideas, information and 
views that help advocate for the vision the Global Diabetes Compact:1 a world where the risk of diabetes is 
reduced and where all people who are diagnosed with diabetes have access to equitable, comprehensive, 
affordable and quality treatment and care. Collaboration and cooperation between Forum members and WHO 
are key objectives of the Forum.

1  https://www.who.int/initiatives/the-who-global-diabetes-compact

Credit: WHO/ Tania Habjouqa

https://www.who.int/initiatives/the-who-global-diabetes-compact
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Objectives of the WHO Global Diabetes Compact Forum

Table 1. Objectives of the WHO Global Diabetes Compact Forum

OBJECTIVE MEMBER ACTIVITIES

1. Undertake advocacy efforts for galvanizing 
support for, and raise awareness of the vision 
and goals of the WHO Global Diabetes Compact 

A. Help to foster political commitment with 
Member States and non-state actors

B. Undertake advocacy through the World 
Diabetes Day on 14 November each year. This 
also includes advising WHO on its annual theme 
and proposing ways to strengthen this initiative

C. Support WHO in its efforts to raise awareness 
of diabetes risk, primary and secondary 
prevention, and elements of high-quality diabetes 
care

D. Promote and disseminate WHO tools relevant 
for diabetes care and prevention

E. Support, as appropriate, WHO advocacy events 
at global and regional levels relating to diabetes 
care and prevention

F. Help provide a common narrative that can 
unite patients, health-care providers, policy-
makers, and other stakeholders involved in 
diabetes care and prevention

2. Promote networking for knowledge sharing A. Assist and disseminate knowledge regarding 
efforts to expand access to insulin and associated 
health technologies

B. Share best practices with regards to diabetes 
prevention, health promotion and health literacy

C. Disseminate research and innovation being 
done by their organization or stakeholders they 
represent

2. Background

Today, approximately 6% of the world’s population—more than 420 million people—

live with either type 1 or type 2 diabetes.2 While premature mortality from other 

major noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) is decreasing, premature deaths from 

diabetes have increased by 5% from 2000 to 2016.3 

2  https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/diabetes
3 World health statistics 2020: monitoring health for the SDGs, sustainable development goals. Geneva: World Health Organization; 

2020.
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