
Household Energy Assessment Rapid Tool (HEART)  
The WHO Household Energy Assessment Rapid Tool (HEART) helps policy makers and program 
implementers evaluate the household energy situation in their country and identify key 
stakeholders working on issues related to household energy and health. The tool is designed 
for use in countries where a large proportion of the population uses polluting fuels for 
cooking, heating and lighting, and can be completed by a specialist or team of specialists with 
knowledge of energy and environmental health issues. The information collected with the 
tool is compiled into a comprehensive report that can help countries understand the current 
energy situation in their location. This HEART report includes a synthesis of barriers to adoption 
of clean household energy and opportunities for increasing cleaner household energy use. 

Who should use HEART?

The HEART template is designed to be used by technical specialists 
with expertise in energy and/or environmental health who are 
working in collaboration with governments to understand the 
household energy situation  and inform plans for clean energy 
policies or programs. 

What is HEART? 

HEART is a template containing a series of questions designed 
to help governments compile information on general country 
characteristics, health impacts of household air pollution, national 
energy infrastructure, household energy use, and programs, policies 
and stakeholders related to household energy and air pollution. 
Through a combination of reviewing existing information and 
collecting data through surveys or interviews, users can obtain the 
information needed to generate a report describing the current 
household energy and air pollution situation in their country and 
the stakeholders involved. Understanding country-specific energy-
related needs will enable governments to create an action plan to 
address those needs by drawing upon the relevant stakeholders and 
working within the systems identified. 
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