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BACKGROUND

The Global Network of WHO Collaborating Centres 
for Bioethics (hereafter referred to as “the Network”) 
was established in 2009 to “support the WHO-HQ 
Global Health Ethics Unit (Geneva) to implement 
its mandated work in the field of ethics and health, 
including:

— 	 articulating ethical and evidence-based policy 
options (WHO core function);

— 	 advancing ethics- and rights-based approaches 
to health promoted within WHO and at national 
and global levels; and

— 	 increasing capacity to assess and act upon 
ethical issues in public health at country, regional 
and global levels and within the Organization”.

A revision of the terms of reference of the Network 
was adopted on 3 December 2021.1

1 Global Network of WHO Collaborating Centres for Bioethics. 
Terms of reference (December 2021). Geneva: World Health 
Organization; 2021 (https://www.who.int/groups/global-
network-of-who-collaborating-centres-for-bioethics/terms-of-
reference).

Fig. 1: Global Network of WHO Collaborating Centres for Bioethics

During the reporting period (January 2019–
December 2021), the members of the Network 
collaborated multilaterally on a number of major 
projects initiated by the WHO Health Ethics and 
Governance unit and WHO regional offices. Recent 
collaborative projects have focused on public health 
surveillance, infectious disease outbreaks, vector-
borne diseases and digital health. As the reporting 
period included 2 years of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
in which the members of the Network were involved 
in many activities, a section of this report is devoted 
to COVID-19.

Since the previous report, three new members 
have been welcomed to the Network, which now 
comprises 13 WHO collaborating centres in all six 
WHO regions (Fig. 1).

NETWORK DEVELOPMENTS

New chair

Dr Luna (FLACSO) was elected Chair of the Network 
on 17 May 2020 for a 2-year term, following Dr Vikki 
Entwistle (NUS).

https://www.who.int/groups/global-network-of-who-collaborating-centres-for-bioethics/terms-of-refere
https://www.who.int/groups/global-network-of-who-collaborating-centres-for-bioethics/terms-of-refere
https://www.who.int/groups/global-network-of-who-collaborating-centres-for-bioethics/terms-of-refere
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New members
During the reporting period, the Network welcomed 
three new collaborating centres for bioethics as 
members:

— 	 Medical Ethics and History of Medicine Research 
Center, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran

— 	 Bioethics Unit, Indian Council of Medical 
Research, National Centre for Disease 
Informatics and Research, Bangalore, India (the 
first centre in the WHO South-East Asia Region)

— 	 Salim El-Hoss Bioethics and Professionalism 
Program, American University of Beirut and 
Medical Center, Beirut, Lebanon.

There were therefore 13 members of the Network at 
the end of 2021.

Annual meetings
The 10th Annual Network meeting was organized in 
Bangalore, India, on 8 December 2018. It coincided 
with the 14th World Congress of Bioethics of the 
International Association of Bioethics. 

The 11th annual Network meeting took place on 
17 May 2020 virtually because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The 12th Annual Network meeting was hosted by 
Keymanthri Moodley and her team at Stellenbosch 
University, South Africa, on 3 December 2021 in a 
hybrid mode. It coincided with the 16th Annual 
International Conference on Clinical Ethics and 
Consultation. 

Other network meetings
The Network met virtually periodically in 2020 and 
2021, focusing on the global  COVID-19 pandemic 
and its ethical ramifications.

ACTIVITIES

COVID-19
Several members of the Network made key 
contributions to various WHO expert groups on 
ethics during COVID-19. Dr Upshur (JCB) has been 
co-chairing the WHO Expert Group on Ethics and 
COVID-19 since February 2020. Dr Mathur (ICMR), 
Dr Arawi (SHBPP), Dr Voo (NUS) and Dr Mastroleo 
(FLACSO) were invited to join the Expert Group. 

Vaccination and immunity certificates

As a member of the WHO Smart Vaccination 
Certificate Consortium and a consultant for the 
WHO Digital Health and Innovation Department, 
Dr Voo (NUS) led drafting of a chapter on ethical 
considerations and data protection principles in the 
WHO guidance document on Digital documentation 
of COVID-19 certificates: Test results, and the chapter 
on Ethical considerations in the WHO document 
Digital documentation of COVID-19 certificates: 
Vaccination status: Technical specifications and 
implementation guidance. Dr Voo (NUS) was also 
the lead writer of the Working Group’s papers on 
COVID-19 vaccination certificates and lifting public 
health and social measures: ethical considerations 
and Immunity certification with COVID-19: ethical 
considerations. He contributed to the first draft 
of the ethics section of the WHO Interim position 
paper: considerations regarding proof of COVID-19 
vaccination for international travellers and served 
in the working group on mandatory vaccination and 
vaccine passports. Dr Arawi (SHBPP) and Dr Upshur 
(JCB) contributed to drafting these documents.

Dr Moazam (CBEC) and Dr Beca (UDD) were 
members of the working group on developing WHO 
best practices on integrating vaccine introduction 
and research. 

Human challenge studies

Dr Jamrozik (MU) was involved in many activities 
related to the ethics of human challenge studies 
for COVID-19, including (i) development of the WHO 
Key criteria for the ethical acceptability of COVID-19 
human challenge studies, (ii) publication of the 
document in Vaccine, (iii) attending a joint WHO–
Australian Health Research Authority meeting on 
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