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The Framework for Action on Food Safety in the WHO South-East Asia Region aims at 
providing guidance to Member States, WHO and partner agencies for the next six 
years to help achieve the goal of providing safe and healthy food for all individuals.

The COVID-19 pandemic led to major disruptions across national food control systems 
due to physical restrictions and reduction in resources reallocation, interrupting 
routine activities on food safety management. A number of new initiatives over the 
recent past, such as the Global Food Safety Strategy, estimation of the global burden 
of foodborne diseases through the Foodborne Diseases Epidemiology Reference 
Group (FERG), and the UN Food System Summit, should considered while 
implementing the Framework for Action. A Regional Roundtable was organized in 
October 2021 to advance implementation of the Framework for Action in the WHO 
South-East Asia Region. National stakeholders from food safety, human health and 
animal health sectors attended. 

The meeting reviewed and identified the next steps on food safety beyond COVID-19 in 
consultation with Member States. This is the report of the meeting and its 
recommendations.
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Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AMR antimicrobial resistance 

BAFRA Bhutan Agriculture and Food Regulatory Authority 

CAC Codex Alimentarius Commission 

CTF Codex Trust Fund 

DALYs disability-adjusted life years 

EMRO (WHO) Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean  

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

FBDs foodborne diseases 

FER (WHO) Foodborne Disease Epidemiology Reference Grou 

FSSAI Food Safety and Standard Authority of India 

GEMS Global Environmental Monitoring System 

GFI Good Food Institute 

HPN Department for Healthier Populations and Noncommunicable Diseases 

INFOSAN International Food Safety Authorities Network 

JEFCA Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives 

JEMNU Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meeting on Nutrition 

JEMRA Joint FAO/WHO Expert Meeting on Microbiological Risk Assessment 

JMPR Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues 

LMICs low- and middle-income countries 

MoH Ministry of Health  

MoPH Ministry of Public Health 

NFCS National Food Control System 

SMEs small and medium enterprises 

STDF Standards and Trade Development Facility  

SPS sanitary and phytosanitary measures 

UN United Nations 

WHO World Health Organization 

WPRO (WHO) Regional Office for the Western Pacific 

WTO World Trade Organization 
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