
Zoonotic influenza is a viral infection transmitted directly or indirectly by infected birds, pigs 

or horses. There are ongoing outbreaks of various subtypes of avian influenza in several 

Asian countries that have impacted public health, trade and economy in the affected 

countries. The epidemiology of avian influenza is complex and new influenza viruses 

transmissible to humans are evolving from time to time. Most countries in the Asia-Pacific 

Region are facing enzootic cycle of avian influenza in poultry populations or have high risk of 

avian influenza incursion from endemic countries. 

FAO, OIE and WHO supported the Royal Government of Bhutan in hosting a workshop on 

surveillance, prevention and control of zoonotic influenza, with the aim of sharing 

experiences and lessons learnt on the prevention and control of avian and other influenzae 

of public health interest, and enhancing collaboration to improve surveillance at regional 

and country levels. Different tools developed for risk assessment of influenza, including the 

Pandemic Influenza Preparedness Framework, were discussed. Recommendations were 

made for Member States and partner organizations. This is the comprehensive report of the 

meeting.
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AAHL  Australian Animal Health Laboratory 

AI  avian influenza 

AMR  antimicrobial resistance 

APSED  Asia-Pacific Strategy for Emerging Diseases 

CCs  collaborating centres 

US CDC United States Centers for Disease Prevention and Control 

CIP  collaborative investigation programme 

ECTAD  FAO Emergency Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases of FAO  

EID  emerging infectious diseases 
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EPT  emerging pandemic threat 

FAO  Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations  

FETPV  Field Epidemiology Training Programme for Veterinarians 

GFTADs Global Framework for Progressive Control of Transboundary Diseases 

GISRS  Global Influenza Surveillance and Response System 
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IHR (2005) International Health Regulations (2005) 

ICDDRB International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh 

IEDCRB Institute of Epidemiology, Disease Control and Research, Bangladesh 
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RSU  (SAARC, FAO) Regional Support Unit 
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RT-PCR reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction 

SAARC  South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
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TIPRA  tool for influenza pandemic risk assessment 

US  United States of America 

USAID  United States Agency for International Development 

WHO  World Health Organization 
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