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Every day, millions of women and school-age children - almost always girls - spend
hours walking long distances to fetch water, which may be of poor quality, limited
quantity or unaffordable.

For hundreds of years, efforts to improve the delivery of safe drinking water have led to
gains in public health and huge reductions in child mortality. In the last two decades,
two billion people gained access to safe drinking water. The returns on investment for
health, productivity and other factors are estimated at more than three times the cost
in urban areas, and more than six times the cost in rural areas.

So why do we need another report urging action?

The first reason is that we face a crisis. Despite our understanding of the benefits of
safe drinking water and the progress we have made, an estimated two billion people,
one quarter of the world's population, still go without. Unsafe drinking water is a driv-
ing factor behind the more than 1.5 million people who die every year from diarrhoea,
most of them infants and small children. Every one of these preventable deaths is a
tragedy. Meeting the Sustainable Development Goal target of universal access to safe
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