
No. 8845

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION
Universal Postal Convention (with Final Protocol and Detailed 

Regulations). Signed at Vienna, on 10 July 1964

Official text: French.
Registered by Austria and Switzerland on 1 December 1967.

UNION POSTALE UNIVERSELLE
Convention postale universelle (avec Protocole final et Règlement 

d'exécution). Signée à Vienne, le 10 juillet 1964

Texte officiel français.
Enregistrée par l'Autriche et la Suisse le 1 er décembre 1967.



[TRANSLATION 1 — TRADUCTION 2]

III

UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION. SIGNED 

AT VIENNA, ON 10 JULY 1964

1 Translation by the British General Post Office.
2 Traduction de l'Administration postale britannique.



1967 Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 239

UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION

TABLE OF CONTENTS

PART I
RULES APPLICABLE IN COMMON

THROUGHOUT THE 
INTERNATIONAL POSTAL

SERVICE 
Art.

1. Freedom of transit
2. Failure to give freedom of transit
3. Temporary suspension of services
4. Ownership of postal items
5. Charges
6. Equivalents
7- Exemption from postal charges
8. Exemption from postal charges of 

items which concern prisoners of 
war and civilian internees

9. Exemption of literature for the blind 
from postal charges

10. Postage stamps
11. Forms
12. Postal identity cards
13. Settlement of accounts
14. Undertakings regarding penal 

measures

PART H
PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE 

LETTER POST

Chapter I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

15. Letter post items
16. Charges and general conditions
17. Special charges
18. Storage fee
19. Payment of postage
20. Methods of denoting payment of 

postage
21. Prepayment of letter post items on 

board ship
22. Charge on unpaid or underpaid 

correspondence
23. Exemption from pos.tal charges 

accorded to Postal Administra 
tions, their Offices and the Inter 
national Bureau

24. International reply coupons
25. Express items
26. Withdrawal from the post. Altera 

tion or correction of address
27. Redirection. Undeliverable items

Art.
28. Prohibitions
29. Articles subject to customs duty
30. Customs control
31. Customs clearance fee
32. Customs duty and other non-postal 

charges
33. Items for delivery free of postal and 

other charges
34. Cancellation of customs duty and 

other non-postal charges
35. Enquiries and requests for informa 

tion

Chapter H 
REGISTERED ITEMS

36. Charges
37. Advice of delivery
38. Delivery to the addressee in person

39.

40.

41.
42.

43.
44.

45.

Chapter m 
RESPONSIBILITY

Principle and extent of responsibility 
of Postal Administrations

Non-responsibility of Postal Admin 
istrations

Responsibility of the sender
Apportionment of responsibility be 

tween Postal Administrations
Payment of the indemnity
Reimbursement of the indemnity to 

the Administration which has 
made the payment

Possible recovery of the indemnity 
from the sender or from the 
addressee

Chapter IV
ALLOCATION OF REVENUE. 

TRANSIT CHARGES
46. Allocation of revenue
47. Transit charges
48. Exemption from transit charges
49. Extraordinary services
50. Accounting for transit charges
51. Exchange of closed mails with 

 warships or military aircraft



240 United Nations — Treaty Series 1967

PART III
AIR CONVEYANCE OF LETTER 

POST ITEMS

Chapter I

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Art.
52. Items eligible for air conveyance
53. A rogrammes
54. Surcharged and unsurcharged air 

mail correspondence
55. Air surcharges or combined charges
56. Methods of denoting payment of 

postage
57. Unpaid or underpaid surcharged 

air-mail correspondence
58. Routeing
59. Execution of operations at airports
60. Customs control of air-mail corres 

pondence
61. Delivery
62. Redirection or return to origin of 

air-mail correspondence

Chapter II
AIR CONVEYANCE CHARGES

Art.
63. General principles
64. Basic rates and calculation of con 

veyance charges relating to closed 
mails

65. Calculation of and accounting for 
charges for air conveyance of air 
mail correspondence sent in tran 
sit à découvert

66. Payment of charges
67. Payment for air conveyance of 

diverted mails
68. Payment for air conveyance of mail 

which is lost or destroyed

PART IV
FINAL PROVISIONS

69. Conditions of approval of proposals 
concerning the Convention and its 
Detailed Regulations

70. Entry into force and duration of the 
Convention

FINAL PROTOCOL TO THE UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION

I. Ownership of postal items
II. Exception to the exemption of literature for the blind from postal charges

III. Equivalents. Maximum and minimum limits
IV. Exceptions to the application of the tariff for printed papers and samples of 

 merchandise
V. Ounce avoirdupois

VI. Small packets
VII. Exception to the provisions concerning printed papers

VIII. Exception to the inclusion of articles of value in registered letters
IX. Posting abroad of letter post items
X. International reply coupons

XI. Withdrawal from the post. Alteration or correction of address
XII. Charges other than postage

XIII. Special transit charges for conveyance in transit by the Trans-Siberian and 
 Trans-Andine

XIV. Special transit conditions for Afghanistan
XV. Special storage charges at Aden

XVI. Exceptional air surcharge
XVII. Compulsory routeing indicated by the Country of origin



1967______Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités_______241

UNIVERSAL POSTAL CONVENTION *
The undersigned, Plenipotentiaries of the Governments of Member- 

Countries of the Union, having regard to Article 22, § 3, of the Constitution 
of the Universal Postal Union a have drawn up by common consent in this 
Convention the rules applicable in common throughout the international 
postal service and the provisions concerning the letter post services.

PART I
Rules applicable in common throughout the 

international postal service
ARTICLE 1

Freedom of transit
1. Freedom of transit, the principle of which is set forth in Article 1 of tins 

Constitution, carries with it the obligation for each Postal Administration to 
forward always by the quickest routes which it uses for its own items, closed 
mails and à découvert letter post items which are passed to it by another Adminis 
tration. This obligation applies equally to air-mail correspondence, whether or 
not the intermediate Postal Administrations take part in reforwarding it.

2. Member-Countries which do not participate in the exchange of letters 
containing perishable biological substances or radioactive substances have the 
option of not admitting these items in transit à découvert through their territory. 
The same applies to the items referred to in Article 28, § 5.

3. Member-Countries not providing the insured letters and boxes service or 
not accepting responsibility for insured items in respect of carriage by their sea 
or air services cannot, however, refuse transit of such items in closed mails 
through their territory or conveyance of them by their sea or air services; but 
those Countries' responsibility is limited to that laid down for registered items.

4. Freedom of transit for postal parcels to be forwarded by land and sea 
routes is limited to the territory of the Countries taking part in this service.

5. Freedom of transit for air parcels is guaranteed through the entire terri 
tory of the Union. Nevertheless, Member-Countries which are not parties to 
the Agreement concerning Postal Parcels cannot be required to forward air 
parcels by surface.

6. Member-Countries which are parties to the Agreement concerning Postal 
Parcels are bound to provide transit for insured postal parcels despatched in 
closed mails, even if those Countries do not themselves admit such items or do 
not accept responsibility for them in respect of carriage by their sea or air 
services, in which case their responsibility is limited to that laid down for 
uninsured parcels of the same weight.

ARTICLE 2 
Failure to give freedom of transit

When a Member-Country fails to observe the provisions of Article 1 of the 
Constitution and of Article 1 of the Convention regarding freedom of transit, 
Postal Administrations of other Member-Countries are at liberty to discontinue 
their postal service with that Country. They must give prior notice of this step 
to the Administrations concerned by telegram.

1 Put into effect on 1 January 1966, in accordance with article 70. See below after 
the Forms for the list of States which ratified, approved, or acceded to, the Convention.

2 See above in this volume.


