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TREATY 1 ON THE PRINCIPLES OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN 
IRELAND AND THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Russian Federation;

Recalling the friendship over centuries between the peoples of the United Kingdom 
and Russia and reflecting the wishes of their peoples to enhance this friendship;

Stressing the fundamental significance of the historic changes resulting from the end of 
the era of ideological and military confrontation in Europe;

Guided by the aims and principles of the United Nations Charter , the provisions of the 
Final Act of the CSCE2, the Paris Charter for a new Europe3 and other CSCE documents;

In the spirit of new partnership and co-operation exemplified by the joint declaration 
by the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Russian Federation 
signed in London on 30 January 1992; 4

Have agreed as follows:

Peace and Friendship

ARTICLE 1

There shall be peace and friendship between the Russian Federation and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

ARTICLE 2

The Parties, reaffirming their obligations under the Charter of the United Nations, and 
recognising their special responsibility as permanent members of the United Nations 
Security Council for the maintenance of international peace and security, undertake to 
work closely together in upholding the purposes and principles of the United Nations 
Charter, in strengthening the United Nations organisation and in ensuring that the United 
Nations responds effectively to threats to international peace and security.

ARTICLE 3

The Parties shall develop their relations in strict observance of the principles of 
international law and in good faith. They declare their commitment to the peaceful 
resolution of disputes, to an open society, to democratic principles and practices and to 
respect for human rights and the rule of law. They affirm that relations between them will 
be governed in particular by their commitments under the documents of the Conference on 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, including the Helsinki Final Act, the Charter of 
Paris for a new Europe, and the Helsinki Document of 1992.5

1 Came into force on 25 June 1993, the date on which the Parties notified each other of the completion of the 
appropriate internal procedures, in accordance with article 16.

2 International Legal Materials, vol. XIV (1975), p. 1292 (American Society of International Law).
3 United Nations, Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-fifth Session, document A/45/859, p. 3.
4 Not published.
5 United Nations, Official Records of the Security Council, Forty-seventh Session, A/47/361-S/24370.
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ARTICLE 4

The Parties shall co-operate closely over major international problems. They shall work 
together bilaterally and within an appropriate multilateral framework in the search for 
solutions and for the peaceful settlement of disputes. To this end the Parties shall hold regular 
consultations at the highest political levels, as well as between Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
and other official representatives, to develop their bilateral relations and to co-ordinate their 
positions on international issues of mutual concern. When a situation so requires, the Parties 
shall consult each other at short notice.

International Security, Arms Control and Disarmament

ARTICLE 5

The Parties shall assist in every way international efforts to achieve effective arms 
control and to enhance military confidence and security. They shall co-operate to support 
international measures to reduce armed forces and arms to the minimum levels 
commensurate with legitimate defence needs. The Parties shall develop exchanges at all 
levels between their respective armed forces and defence ministries, including in particular 
exchanges on democratic defence management, regular staff talks, high-level visits in both 
directions and contacts between military establishments and units.

ARTICLE 6

1. The Parties shall co-operate in promoting further measures to prevent the proliferation of 
nuclear and other weapons of mass destruction and the missile technology used to deliver 
them, and to encourage the pursuit of responsible policies on the transfer of conventional arms.

2. The Parties believe that the introduction and implementation of effective export 
controls are essential if these objectives are to be achieved, and agree to co-operate in 
promoting such controls.

3. The Parties shall co-operate to promote further accessions to the Treaty on the Non- 
Pro liferation of Nuclear Weapons 1 and to secure its continuation at the Extension 
Conference in 1995.

4. The Parties shall consider further opportunities for co-operation on the safe disposal 
of those weapons of mass destruction which are to be eliminated.

ARTICLE 7

The Parties shall co-operate towards strengthening of the 1972 Convention on the 
Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) 
and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction. 2 They will strive for the signature and entry into 
force of an effective and verifiable multilateral convention to ban chemical weapons.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 729, p. 161.
2 Ibid, vol. 1015, p. 163.
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