No. 33356

MULTILATERAL

Vienna Convention on succession of States in respect of trea-
ties (with annex). Concluded at Vienna on 23 August
1978

Authentic texts: English, French, Arabic, Chinese, Russian and Spanish.
Registered ex officio on 6 November 1996.

MULTILATERAL

Convention de Vienne sur la succession d’Etats en mati¢re de
traités (avec annexe). Conclue a Vienne le 23 aoiit 1978

Textes authentiques : anglais, frangais, arabe, chinois, russe et espagnol.

Enregistrée d’office le 6 novembre 1996.

Vol. 1946, 1-33356



4 United Nations — Treaty Series ¢ Nations Unies — Recueil des Traités 1996

VIENNA CONVENTION! ON SUCCESSION OF STATES IN RE-
SPECT OF TREATIES

The States Parties to the present Convention,

Conaidering the profound transformation of the international community brought about

by the decolonization process,

Considering also that other factors may lead to cases of succeasion of States in the
future,

Convinced, in these circumstances, of the need for the codification and progresaive
development of the rules relating to succession of States in reapect of treaties as a

means for ensuring greater juridical security in international relations,

Noting that the principles of free oonsent, good faith and pacta sunt servanda are

universally recognized,

Emphasizing that the consistent observance of general multilateral treaties which deal
wWith the codification and progreasive development of international law and those the
object and purpose of which are of interest to the international community as a whole is
of special importance for the atrengthening of peace and international co-operation,

Having in mind the principles of international law embodied in the Charter of the
United Nations, such as the principles of the equal rights and self-determination of
peoples, of the soverelgn equality and independence of all States, of non-interference in
the domestic affairs of Statea, of the prohibition of the threat or use of force, and of

! Came into force on 6 November 1996, in accordance with article 49:
Date of deposit
of the instrument
of ratification
or accession (a)
or of notification

Participant of succession (d)
Bosnia and Herzegovina. ............ ... .. i i 22 July 1993 4
Croatia. . ... 22 October 1992 d
Dominica. ... . 24 June 1988 a
By Dt 17 July 1986 a
Estonia ............ 21 October 1991 a
Ethiopia. . .. ... 28 May 1980
Iraq .o 5 December 1979
MOTOCCO . oo 31 March 1983 a
Seychelles. . ... o 22 February 1980 a
SIOVaKIA. . .o 24 April 1995
SlOVeNIa. . ..o 6 July 1992 d
The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. . ........................... 7 October 1996 d
Tunisia 16 September 1981 a

Ukraine . . 26 October 1992 a
YUGOSIAVIA. . ... e 28 April 1980
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universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all,

Recalling that reapect for the territorial integrity and political independence of any
State 13 required by the Charter of the United Nations,

Bearing in mind the provisiona of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties of 1969,1

Bearing also in mind article 73 of that Convention,

Affirming that questions of the law of treaties other than those that may arise from
a succession of States are governed by the relevant rules of international law, including
those rules of customary international law which are embodied in the Vienna Convention on

the Law of Treaties of 1969,

Affirsing that the rules of ouatomary international law will oontlnue to govern

questions not regulated by the provisions of the present Convention,

Have agreed as follows:

PART 1

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1

Scope of the present Convention

The present Convention applies to the effects of a succession of States in respect

of treaties between States.
Article 2
Use of terms

1. For the purposes of the present Convention:

(a) "treaty™ means an international agreement concluded between States in written
form and governed by international law, whether embodied in a single instrument or in two

or more related instruments and whatever its particular designation;

(b) ™succession of States"” means the replacement of one State by another in the

responsibility for the international relations of territory;

1 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1155, p. 331.
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{c)} ®"predecessor State"” means the State which has been replaced by another State on

the occurrence of a succeasion of States;

{(d) “suocessor State" means the State which has replaced another State on the

occurrence of a succession of States;

{e) ™date of the succession of States” means the date upon which the successor State
replaced the predecessor State in the responsibility for the international relations of

the territory to which the succession of States relates;

(f) *"newly independent State™ means a successor State the territory of which
immediately before the date of the succession of States was a dependent territory for the
international relations of which the predecessor State was responsible;

{g) *®"notification of succession™ means in relation to a multilateral treaty any
notification, however phrased or named, made by a suocessor State expreasing its consent

to be considered as bound by the treaty;

(h) "full powers™ means in relation to.a notification of sucgcession or any other
notification under the present Convention a document emanating from the competent authority
of a State designating a peraon or persons to repreaent the State for communicating the
notification of succession or, as the oase may be, the notification;

(1) °®ratification®, "acceptance” and "approval® mean in each case the international
act so named whereby a State establishes on the international plane its oonsent tc be

bound by a treaty;

(J) “"reservation® means a unilateral statement, however phrased or named, made by a
State when signing, ratifying, accepting, approving or aooceding to a treaty or when
making a notification of suoccession to a treaty, whereby it purports to sxolude or to
modify the legal effect of certain provisions of the treaty in thelr application to that
State;

(k) “contracting State"” means a State which has oonsented to be bound by the treaty,

whether or not the treaty has entered into foroce;

{1) "party" means a State which has aconsented to be bound by the treaty and for which

the treaty is in force;
(m) “other State party"” means in relation to a sucocessor State any party, other than
the predecessor State, to a treaty in force at the date of a suoccession of Statea in

respsct of the territory to which that succession of States relates;

(n) "international organization"™ means an intergovernmental organization.
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2. The provisions of paragraph 1 regarding the use of terms in the preaent Convention are
without prejudice to the use of those terms or to the meanings which may be given to them
in the internal law of any State.

Article 3

Cases not within the scope of the present Convention

The fact that the present Convention does not apply to the effects of a succesaion
of States in respect of international agreements concluded between States and other
subjects of international law or in respect of international agreements not in written

form shall not affect:

(a) the application to such cases of any of the rules set forth in the present
Convention to which they are subject under international law independently of the

Convention;

(b) the application as between States of the present Convention to the effects of a
succession of States in respect of international agreements to which other subjects

of international law are also parties.

Article 4

Treaties constituting international organizations and treaties

adopted within an international organization

The present Convention applies to the effects of a succession of States in respect

(a) any treaty which is the constituent instrument of an international organization
without prejudice to the rules ooncerning acquisition of membership and without prejudice

to any other relevant rules of the organization;

(b) any treaty adopted within an international organization without prejudice to any
relevant rules of the organization.

Article 5

Obligations imposed by international law independently
of a treaty

The fact that a treaty is not considered to be in force in reaspect of a State by virtue
of the application of the present Convention shall not in any way impair the duty of that
State to fulfil any obligation embodied in the treaty to which it is subject under
international law independently of the treaty.
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