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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

PROTOCOL
ON FLOOD PROTECTION TO THE FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT
ON THE SAVA RIVER BASIN

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Republic of Croatia, Republic of Serbia and Republic of Slovenia
(hereinafter:. the Parties),

According to the Articie 30 paragraph 1 of the Framework Agreement on the Sava River
Basin, signed in Kranjska Gora on December 3, 2002,

Recognising the need to promote the cooperation and implementation of joint activities
aimed at creating the conditions for sustainable flood protection in the Sava River Basin,

Having in mind the Directive 2000/60/EC setting the framework for activities of the
Community in the sector of the water policy (hereinafter: Directive 2000/60/EC) and
Directive 2007/60/EC on the assessment and management of the flood risks (hereinafter:
Directive 2007/60/EC),

Recognizing the likely consequences of climate change on the water regime on the Sava
River Basin and the need of effective adaptation measures,

Aware of importance of the cooperation in flood management in the Sava River Basin and
the need to implement this Protocol in a coherent way and consistent with integration
processes of the European Union,

Have agreed as follows:

Part!
GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1
DEFINITIONS
1. For the purpose of this Protocaol;

(a) “FASRB" means the Framework Agreement on the Sava River Basin, signed at
Kranjska Gora, Slovenia on 3 December 2002, including amendments stipulated
within the Agreement on Amendments to the Framework Agreement on the Sava
River Basin and Protocol on Navigation Regime to the Framework Agreement on the
Sava River Basin, signed in Ljubljana on 2 April 2004;

(b) “Sava Commission” means Intemational Sava River Basin Commission established by
Article 15 of the FASRB;

(c) “Sava River Basin" is the geographical area extended over the territories of the
Parties, determined by the watershed limits of the Sava River and its tributaries, which
comprises surface and ground waters, flowing into a common terminus;
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(d) “Water regime” comprises the water quantity and quality conditions of the waters of
the Sava River Basin in space and time, influenced by human activities or natural
changes, including climate change;

{e) "Flood” means the temporary covering by water of land not normally covered by water;

(f) “Sustainable flood protection” means prevention and/or reduction of flood hazard, by
undertaking appropriate measures and activities, along with adequate measures for
the environment protection;

(g) “Flood defence emergency situations” are situations occurring during flood events that
have caused or may cause significant adverse consequences on the water regime,
human health, environment, economic activities and cuitural heritage on the territory
of one or more Parties, and may be triggered by natural phenomena or artificial
impact,

{h) “Flood risk” means the combination of the probability of a flood event and of the
potential adverse consequences for human health, the environment, cultural heritage
and economic activity associated with a flood event;

(iy "Flood maps” are maps indicating the areas that may be flooded according to various
probabilities of occurrence. Depending on the information that they comprise, flood
rmaps may be flood hazard maps and flood risk maps.

2. Other terms from this Protocol not separately defined shall be interpreted in accordance
with the FASRB.

Article 2
SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES OF THE PROTOCOL

This Protocol regulates the issues of sustainable flood protection in the Sava River Basin
caused by:

(a) natural phenomena such as high flows of rivers, as well as ice jamming, and

(b) artificial impacts like water discharge from reservoirs and retentions induced by dam
collapsing or inadequate handiing, changes in river basin, riverbeds and floodplains,
etc.,

with aim to prevent or limit flood hazard, to reduce flood risk and to reduce or mitigate
detrimental consequences of floods.

Article 3
GROUNDS AND PRINCIPLES OF COOPERATION

1. The Parties shall, in planning and implementation of measures, works and activities on
sustainable flood protection in the Sava River Basin, cooperate on the basis of the
Directive 2007/60/EC, taking into account the Action Program for Sustainable Fiood
Protection in the Danube River Basin (hereinafter: the Action Program for Danube River
Basin) and taking into account the good practices in cocperation in the field of flood
protection in the Sava River Basin.

2. The Parties shall, in implementation of measures, works and activities on flood
pratection on their territories, as well as in conduction of activities in other sectors that
may have negative impact on flood protection of other Parties, operate in accordance
with “no harm rule” principle.



