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[TRANSLATION – TRADUCTION] 

I 
PRESIDENCY OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA 

Guatemala, 30 November 2012 

 Excellency, 
I have the honour to refer to the International Commission against Impunity in Guatemala 

(CICIG), established by the Agreement between the United Nations and the Government of 
Guatemala, which was concluded in New York on 12 December 2006 and entered into force on 
4 September 2007, following approval by the Congress of the Republic in Decree 35-2007, and 
ratified by the Office of the President of the Republic on 23 August 2007. 

As you are aware, Excellency, this Agreement was signed for a period of two years 
and may be extended by an Exchange of Notes between the Parties, in accordance with article 14. 
Based on this understanding, a first extension of the Agreement up until 4 September 2011 was 
agreed upon by the Exchange of Notes between the Parties of 20 March 2009 and 15 April 2009; 
the second extension extended CICIG activities in Guatemala up until 4 September 2013 and was 
requested by the Government of Guatemala in a Note dated 6 October 2010, which elicited a reply 
on 13 January 2011. This second extension was prompted by a gradual change of strategy away 
from direct action by the Commission in the area of criminal prosecution, with greater emphasis on 
transferring the jurisdictional competences back to the national bodies in charge of the security and 
justice sectors, particularly the Office of the Public Prosecutor. 

Excellency, as stated in the report prepared by the CICIG Commissioner, by senior 
representatives of the three branches of the Guatemalan State and by the Attorney-General and 
Head of the Office of the Public Prosecutor, during a meeting held on 6 September 2012 under the 
auspices of the Department of Political Affairs at United Nations Headquarters in New York, 
considerable progress has been made in this process of capacity-building. This is particularly 
important for the institutional strengthening of the Office of the Public Prosecutor, its work with 
the Ministry of Interior, the professionalization of the Judiciary and the adoption of legislation to 
enhance the rule of law in Guatemala. 

In view of the results obtained to date, the Government of Guatemala believes that two years 
will not suffice to conclude the work initiated concerning the transfer of jurisdictional 
competences. As was reported to you at the meeting on 26 September 2012, my Government 
intends to propose to the United Nations a further two-year extension of the above-mentioned 
Agreement, under the same provisions. 


