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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

PROTOCOL
TO THE STABILISATION AND ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
AND THEIR MEMBER STATES, OF THE ONE PART,
AND THE FORMER YUGOSLAYV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA,
OF THE OTHER PART,
ON A
FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

AND THE FORMER YUGOSLAYV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

ON THE GENERAL PRINCIPLES FOR THE PARTICIPATION

OF THE FORMER YUGOSLAYV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

IN COMMUNITY PROGRAMMES
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THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, hereinafter referred to as "the Community",

of the one part, and
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,

of the other part,
hereinafter referred to as "the Contracting Parties",

WHEREAS:

(1) The Stabilisation and Association Agreement between the European Communities and
their Member States, of the one part, and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
of the other part, (hereinafter referred to as "the SAA") was signed by Exchange of
Letters in Luxembourg on 9 April 2001 and entered into force on 1 April 2004.

(2) The European Council in Copenhagen in December 2002 confirmed the European
perspective of the countries of the Western Balkans, as potential candidates, and

underlined its determination to support their efforts to move closer to the European

Union.
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€)

4)

®)

(©)

The European Council in Thessaloniki in June 2003 acknowledged that the Stabilisation
and Association Process will remain the framework for the European course of the
Western Balkan countries all the way to their future accession and endorsed

"The Thessaloniki Agenda for the Western Balkans: moving towards European
integration", which aims to further strengthen the privileged relations between the EU

and the Western Balkans drawing on the enlargement experience.

The Thessaloniki Agenda invited the Western Balkan countries to participate in
Community programmes and agencies in line with the principles laid down for
participation by the candidate countries, aiming to familiarise the countries concerned
and their people with the policies and working methods of the EU, thus anchoring them

more firmly to the EU and encouraging them on the path towards European integration.

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia has expressed its wish to participate in a

number of Community programmes.

The specific terms and conditions, including financial contribution, regarding the
participation of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia in each particular
programme should be determined by agreement between the Commission of the
European Communities, acting on behalf of the Community, and the Former Yugoslav

Republic of Macedonia.

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:
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ARTICLE 1

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia shall be allowed to participate in the following

Community programmes:

1. the running Community programmes which are listed in the Annex, which are open to
the participation of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia once the present

agreement (hereinafter referred to as "the Agreement") enters into force,

2. Community Programmes established or renewed after the entry into force of the

Agreement and which contain an opening clause which foresees the participation of the

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

ARTICLE 2

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia shall contribute financially to the general

budget of the European Union corresponding to the specific programmes in which it

participates.
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