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EUROPEAN CONVENTION
FOR THE PROTECTION
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Strasbourg, 8.X1.2001
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Preamble

The member States of the Council of Europe, the other States Parties to the European
Cultural Convention and the European Community, signatory hereto,

Considering that the aim of the Council of Europe is to achieve a greater unity
between its members for the purpose, in particular, of safeguarding and fostering the
ideals and principles which are their common heritage;

Considering that Europe's heritage reflects the cultural identity and diversity of its
peoples;

Considering that moving image material is an integral part of European cultural
heritage, and that States shall ensure that it is safeguarded and protected for
posterity;

Considering that moving image material is a form of cultural expression reflecting
contemporary society and that it is an excellent means of recording everyday events,
the basis of our history and a reflection of our civilisation;

Aware of the fragility of moving image material and the dangers which threaten its
existence and its handing down to future generations;

Emphasising the importance of the Parties’ responsibility to safeguard, restore and
keep available this heritage;

Resolved to co-operate and undertake joint action in order to safeguard and ensure
the continuation of audiovisual cultural heritage;

Taking account of the international treaties in force for the protection of copyright
and neighbouring rights;

Taking account of the work carried out by other international fora in the field of the
protection of the audiovisual heritage,

Have agreed as follows:

Chapter I - Introduction

Article 1 ~ Aim of the Convention

The aim of this Convention is to ensure the protection of the European audiovisual
heritage and its appreciation both as an art form and as a record of our past by means
of its collection, its preservation and the availability of moving image material for
cultural, scientific and research purposes, in the public interest.



