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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF LEBANON FOR COOPERATION ON
TECHNICAL REGULATIONS, STANDARDIZATION, METROLOGY,
ACCREDITATION AND CONFORMITY ASSESSMENT

The Government of the Republic of Turkey, represented by the Undersecretariat of the
Prime Ministry for Foreign Trade and The Government of the Republic of Lebanon,
represented by the Ministry of Industry (hereinafter referred to as “the Parties”)

With a view to strengthen the collaboration in the fields of technical regulations,
standardization, conformity assessment, metrology and accreditation; increasing the
mutual understanding of their respective systems; removing the technical barriers to trade;
enhancing the flow of bilateral trade; maintaining their mutual economic and commercial
interest and protecting the safety and health of Turkish and Lebanese consumers,

Determined to strengthen their cooperation, including the activities in the international
fora,

Recognizing the importance of harmonization of the national legislation with
international standards and rules as a way to avoid unnecessary obstacles to trade and
facilitate the flow of bilateral trade,

In order to strengthen the technical cooperation and promote the understanding between
Turkey and Lebanon in the aforementioned areas,

Without prejudice to their international rights and obligations,
Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
The Parties shall set up a comprehensive Consultation and Cooperation Mechanism
between Undersecretariat of the Prime Ministry for Foreign Trade of Turkey and the
Ministry of Industry of Lebanon in the areas lying within their respective competencies,

so as to establish a smooth channel for technical cooperation, communication and
information exchange.
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Article 2

The Parties shall establish a Standardization Expert Group which can call annual
meetings to be held in turn in Turkey and Lebanon on an irregular time basis, to;

- administer the implementation process of this Memorandum of Understanding,

- discuss major concerns,

- find appropriate solutions to technical barrier considerations in bilateral trade,

- work out the plan of future cooperation.

Article 3

The Parties shall set up Contact Points functioning as an alert system for the Parties’
technical barriers concerns, handle trade problems promptly, answer all reasonable
enquiries, provide relevant documents and ensure smooth flow of information.

Article 4

The Parties shall exchange information about the latest legislation, and create a
notification system where possible for draft technical regulations and conformity
assessment procedures as envisaged under the World Trade Organization Agreement on
Technical Barriers to Trade.

Article 5

The Parties shall increase the transparency and information exchange in the
implementation of the Memorandum of Understanding in particular through holding
workshops, conferences and joint research-development projects.

Article 6

The Parties shall improve collaboration between their standardization, certification,
accreditation, and metrology institutions and encourage them to further reinforce their
cooperation on the basis of this Memorandum of Understanding.

Article 7

The Parties shall examine the possibilities of mutual recognition of conformity
assessment results in the light of international rights and obligations of both Parties, and,
simultaneously with the negotiations of an Agreement on Conformity Assessment and
Acceptance of Industrial Products (hereinafter-ACAA) between Lebanon and the
European Union, the Standardization Expert Group shall start corresponding negotiations
for concluding a parallel ACAA between the Parties with a view to enhance the flow of
their bilateral trade.
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