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[TRANSLATION – TRADUCTION] 

I 
Cochabamba, 14 May 2013 

Sir, 
I have the honour to draw your attention to the neighbourly relations that bind the localities of 

Aguas Blancas and Bermejo, located at the common border between Bolivia and Argentina. 
Considerable local border traffic takes place between the two cities, based on the labour-

related, commercial and educational ties that contribute to their integration across the Bermejo 
River, with the ongoing flow of their inhabitants currently taking place through the river crossing 
at the narrowest point, known as the “Las Chalanas” crossing. 

In this connection, I would like to propose to you the establishment on the Bermejo River of a 
permanent border checkpoint, located approximately at the geodetic coordinates Latitude 22º 43’ 
55’’ 4 South and Longitude 64º 21’ 05’’ 5 West, and designated by agreement as the international 
crossing “Puerto Las Chalanas”, to provide a link between the above-mentioned localities, by 
means of river traffic of persons and goods on the said river. 

Moreover, on behalf of the Argentine State and taking into consideration article 2 of the 
Agreement on Integrated Border Controls signed between our countries at Buenos Aires on 
16 February of 1998, articles 37 and 38 of the Regulation of that bilateral Agreement, signed at  
La Paz on 3 February 2003, and the Exchange of Diplomatic Notes constituting an Agreement, 
signed on 17 October 2006, I have the honour to propose the establishment of the Integrated 
Border Control, having a single headquarters in Argentine territory and monitored by pairs of 
officials endowed with similar powers at the proposed international crossing “Puerto Las 
Chalanas”.  

The hours of operation of the crossing shall be from 06.00 hours to 18:00 hours (Bolivian 
time) and from 07.00 hours to 19:00 hours (Argentine time), and may be modified, when weather- 
or river-related factors so require, by the Zonal Coordinator in consultation with the bodies 
responsible for integrated control of the “Las Chalanas” crossing at Bermejo-Aguas Blancas. 

With respect to migration control, the Parties shall in the future provide for the possibility of 
implementing an arrangement for the mutual recognition of jurisdictions. To that end, the 
migration authorities responsible shall agree on the procedures and the modus operandi to be 
implemented at the crossing in question. 

With regard to integrated customs controls, the respective customs authorities shall work out, 
within 30 days from the date of signature of this Agreement, the customs regulations that shall 
govern the “Las Chalanas” crossing (concerning baggage and local border traffic of persons and 
goods). 

The Argentine Naval Command and the Bolivian Navy shall agree swiftly on the navigation 
safety measures to be applied by each with regard to the control of vessels. 

The foregoing provisions shall take effect upon the signing of this Exchange of Notes. 


