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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

AGREEMENT ON THE CENTRAL ASIAN AND CAUCASUS
REGIONAL FISHERIES AND AQUACULTURE COMMISSION

PREAMBLE

The Parties to this Agreement:

Noting the objectives and purposes stated in Chapter 17 of Agenda 21 adopted by the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development in 1992 and the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries adopted by the FAO Conference in 1995,

Conscious of the paramount importance of fisheries and aquaculture in national development and
their contribution to improved food security, income and employment in Central-Asia and the
Caucasus region,

Committed to ensuring the long-term conservation and sustainable use of living aquatic resources
in inland waters through responsible fisheries and aquaculture and to safeguarding the
environment and ecosystems in which the resources occur,

Considering that the close regional co-operation through a regional fisheries arrangement for
inland fisheries and aquaculture can make a significant contribution to the development and
effective management of inland fisheries and aquaculture,

Convinced that the aforementioned objectives could best be achieved through the establishment of
a Commission set up under Article XIV of the Constitution of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations,

Agree as follows:

ARTICLE I

The Commission

1. The Parties hereby establish within the framework of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations (hereinafter referred to as "the Organization") a Commission to be known as
"The Central Asian and the Caucasus Regional Fisheries and Aquaculture Commission”
(hereinafter referred to as "the Commission").

2. Membership in the Commission shall be open to any Member of the Organization and such
non-member State of the Organization that is a Member of the United Nations, any of its
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Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency provided that the territory of
such State is situated wholly or partly within the Area defined in Article IV and such State accepts
this Agreement in accordance with the provisions of Article XIII.

3. Members of the Organization and such non-member State of the Organization that is a
Member of the United Nations, any of its Specialized Agencies or the International Atomic
Energy Agency may, upon its request made to and granted by the Commission, be represented as
an observer at sessions of the Commission or meetings of the Technical Advisory Committee and
other subsidiary bodies of the Commission provided for in Article VII of this Agreement, in
accordance with the terms and conditions established by the Commission.

ARTICLE II
Organization

1. Each Party shall designate one representative and one alternate to represent that Party in the
sessions of the Commission. They may be accompanied by experts and advisers. Participation in
sessions of the Commission by alternates, experts, and advisers shall not entail the right to vote,
except in the case of an alternate who is acting in the place of the representative during his
absence.

2. Each Party shall have one vote. Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a majority of
the votes cast, except as otherwise provided by this Agreement. A majority of the total
membership of the Commission shall constitute a quorum.

3. The Commission shall elect a Chairperson and two Vice-Chairpersons.

4. The Chairperson of the Commission shall normally convene an annual session of the
Commission unless otherwise directed by a majority of the Members. The site and date of all
sessions shall be determined by the Commission in consultation with the Director-General of the
Organization.

5. The seat of the Commission shall be at the seat of the FAO Sub-regional Office for Central
Asia in Ankara, Turkey. However, the Commission, after consultation with the Director-General
of the Organization, may decide to choose, at its own expense, another location within the Area
defined in Article IV.

6. The Organization shall provide the Secretariat of the Commission and the Director-General
shall appoint a Secretary (hereinafter referred to as “the Secretary of the Commission™), who shall
be administratively responsible to him.

7. The Commission may, by a two-thirds majority of its membership, adopt and amend its own
Rules of Procedure provided that such Rules of Procedure or the amendments thereto are not
inconsistent with this Agreement or with the Constitution of the Organization.
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8. The Commission may, by a two-thirds majority of its membership, adopt and amend its own
Financial Regulations, provided that such Regulations shall be consistent with the principles
embodied in the General Rules and Financial Regulations of the Organization. Such Regulations
shall be reported to the Finance Committee of the Organization which shall have the power to
disallow such Financial Regulations or amendment if it finds that they are inconsistent with the
principles embodied in the General Rules and Financial Regulations of the Organization.

ARTICLE II

Objectives and Functions

1. The objectives of the Commission shall be to promote the development, conservation, rational
management and best utilization of living aquatic resources, as well as the sustainable
development of aquaculture in the Area defined in Article IV.

2. The Commission shall in pursuance of its objectives have the following functions and
responsibilities:

(a) keep under review the state of these resources, including their abundance and the level of their
exploitation, as well as the state of the fisheries and aquaculture;

(b) formulate and recommend, in accordance with the provisions of Article V, appropriate
measures:

(i) for the conservation and rational management of living aquatic resources in the Area defined
in Article IV; and,

(ii) for the implementation of these recommendations;

(c) keep under review the economic and social aspects of the fishing and aquaculture industry and
recommend any measures aimed at its development;

(d) encourage, recommend, coordinate and, as appropriate, undertake activities relating to training
and extension, research and development, including cooperative projects in the areas of fisheries
and aquaculture;

(e) assemble, publish or disseminate information regarding exploitable living aquatic resources
and fisheries and aquaculture based on these resources;

(f) promote programmes for aquaculture and fisheries enhancement;

(g) promote women's participation in aquaculture and capture fisheries development;
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