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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENY OF [RELAND AND THE
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND ON CO-OPERATION ON CRIMINAL JUSTICE
MATTERS

The Government of Ireland and the Government of the ‘United Kingdum of Great
Britain and Morthern freland:

Having regard o the Agreement between the Government of irefond and the
Giovernment of the United Kingidons of Grest Britain and Northern reland done at
Bellast on 10 April 1998 {"the British-lrish Agrecment”™} and to the Multi-Party
Agreement reached at Belfast on 10 April 1998 anncxed to the sforesaid Agreemens;

Considering the report of the Review of the Criminal Justice System in Northern
Ireland published in° March 2000 {"the Crininal Justice Review"), the Justice
[Northern Ireland) Act 3002, which enacts certain recommendations of the Criminal
Justice Review, and the Criminal Jusiice Review Updated Implementation Plan
published in June 2003; '

Taking inte account the progress made on co-operation detween the relevant agencies
in treland and in Nosthern Treland (“ihe two jurisdictions”) on policing and scounty
maters]

Taking into sccount also developments within the Buropean Union in respect of co-
operstion on criminad justice matiers,

fecalling the discussions that took place between the two Governments and the
paolitical parties at Hilishorough Castle in March 2003 and the Joismt Declavation
published by the two Crovernments on 1% May 2003;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1
Ministerial Meetings oo Criminal Justice Cooperation

{13 The Ministers of the Northern Ireland Executive and Government of Treland
responsible for erimingd justice matiers in the two jurisdictions (hereinafier referred to
s “the Ministers™ shall meet at least annually for the purpose of facilitating more
effective co-operation and coordination on ceiminal justice matters, including in
comhating eriminal behaviour, working fogether in the prevention of crime and on
community ssfety izsues, and dealing with offenders afier convietion. Such meetings
shall be referred to hercinafter as Ministerial Meetings on Crimingl Justice
Cooperation.

(23 The Ministers shall provide periodic reports on the Ministerial Meetings on
Criminal Justice Cooperation to their respective Ministerial colleagues in the Notthern
Jreland Exceutive and the Government of freland.

{3} The Ministerial Meetings on Criminal Justice Cooperation shall operate on the

hasts of the arangements set out in the Annex, which shall constitule sn integral part
of this Agreement.
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ARTICLE 2
Working Group on Criminal Justice Cooperation

{1} A Warking Group on Criminal Justice Cooperation (hercinafier referred 1o as
the *Working Group™) comprising officisls from Neorthérn Ireland and Ireland shall
meet regularly fo support the Ministerial Meetings und to take forwand work ou
progressing the relevant mcommendations of the Criminal Justice Review, and to
dentify other areas in which co-operation on criminal justice matters could be
enhanced or initiated, 18 appropriate.

{2} The Working Group shall prepare, seek the agreement of the Ministers 10, and
implement annual work progeammes on co-operation and co-ordination on crimingl
justice matters. Such work programmes wifl be published, including in clectronic
format,

{35 The Working Group shall be accountable 10 the Ministers, and through the
Ministers 1o the Morthern Ireland Executive and Govermment of freland, and shall
provide reports on progress to the Ministerial Meetngs on Criminal Justice
Couvperation.

(4} The Working Group shall meet al least twice each year amd shall operate on the

basis of the arrangements set out in the Annex, which shall constitute an integral pari
of this Agrecment,

ARTICLE 3

Protocois
{1y Where appropriate, written Protocols may be drawn up betwesn relevant criminul
justice agencies in Northern Ireland and lreland addeessing detailed aspects of co-

operation on criminal justics matters agreed between them,

{2) Any suach protocols shall be submitted to the Ministers for approval and
sigmature,

{3} Such prosacols shall pot constitute international agreements and shall not have
binding efleci.
ARTICLE 4
Relationship with other international agreements

This Agreesment shall nof affect the rights and obligations of the Parties under other
intematiconal agreements.
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ARTICLE 5
Operation and Review of Agreement
{1} This Agreemert shall have effect in respect of criminal justice matters (o the
extent that they are devalved to the Northern Irefand Assembly and the Novthern
lreland Departments and Ministers.

(2)  The partics to this Agreement shall keep the Agreement under review,

ARTICLE b
Entry Into force
Each Government shall notify the other in writing of the completion, so faras it s

coneerned, of the requirements for entry into force of this Agreement, This Agreement
shall enter into force on the date of receipt of the later of the twa notifications.
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T witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorised theret by the respective
Governments, have signed this Agreement,

Done in two originals s }),qae« » | onthe _ﬁwday of 'ﬁ{?&;% 2010,

For the Government of [refand: For the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Worthers lreland:
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