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[ ENGLISH TEXT — TEXTE ANGLAIS ]

FOOD ASSISTANCE CONVENTION

PREAMBLE
The Parties to this Convention,

Confirming their continued commitment to the still valid objectives of the
Food Aid Convention, 1999, to contribute to world food sccurity, and to
improve the ability of the international community to rcspond to emergency
food situations and other food needs of developing countries;

Seeking to improve the cffectiveness, efficiency, and quality of food assistance
in preserving the lives and alleviating the suffering of the most vulnerable
populations, cspecially in emergency situations, by strengthening international
cooperation and coordination, in particular among the Partics and stakeholdcrs;

Recognising that vulnerable populations have particular food and nutritional
needs;

Affirming that States have the primary responsibility for their own national
food sccurity, and thercfore for the progressive rcalisation of the right to
adequate food as sct out in the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
Voluntary Guidelines to support the Progressive Realization of the Right to
Adequate Food in the Context of National Food Security adopted by the FAO
Council in November 2004;

Encouraging governments of food insccure countries to develop and
implement country-owned strategies that address the root causes of food
insecurity through long-term measures, and that ensure proper linkages
between relief, recovery and development activitics;

Referring to international humanitarian law and the fundamental humanitarian
principles of humanity, impartiality, neutrality and independence;

Referring to the Principles and Good Practice of Humanitarian Donorship,
endorsed in Stockholm on 17 June 2003;

Recognising that the Parties have their own policies related to providing food
assistance in emergency and non-emergency situations;
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Considering the World Food Summit Plan of Action adopted in Rome in 1996,
as well as the Five Rome Principles for Sustainablc Global Food Security
identified in the Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security of 2009, in
particular the commitment to achieve food sccurity in all countrics and the
ongoing effort to reduce poverty and cradicatc hunger that was reaffirmed by
the United Nations General Asscmbly in the United Nations Millennium
Declaration;

Considering the commitments made by donor and rccipient countries to
improve development aid cffectiveness by applying the principles of the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development’s (OLCD) Paris
Declaration on Aid Effectiveness adopted in 2005;

Determined to act in accordance with their World Trade Organization (WTO)
obligations, in particular any WTO disciplincs on food aid;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1
OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this Convention are to save lives, reduce hunger,
improve food security, and improve the nutritional status of thc most
vulnerable populations by:

(a)  addressing the food and nutritional needs of the most vulnerable
populations through commitments made by the Parties to provide
food assistance that improves access to, and consumption of,
adcquate, safe and nutritious food;

(b) cnsuring that food assistancc provided to thc most vulnerable
populations is appropriate, timely, effective, efficicnt, and bascd
on needs and shared principles; and

(¢) facilitating information-sharing, coopcration, and coordination,
and providing a forum for discussion in order to improve thc
effective, cfficient, and coherent use of the Parties’ resources to
respond to needs.
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ARTICLE 2
PRINCIPLES OF FOOD ASSISTANCE

‘The Parties, in providing and dclivering food assistancc to thc most
vulnerable populations, should always adhcere to the following principles:

()

(b)

Gencral principles of food assistance:

(M)

(i)

(ii)

(iv)

V)

(vi)

provide food assistancc only when it is the most effective
and appropriate means of addressing the food or nutrition
necds of the most vulncrable populations;

provide food assistance, taking into account thc long-term
rehabilitation and development objectives of the rccipient
countrics, while supporting the broader goal of achieving
food sccurity, whenever appropriate;

provide food assistance in a manner that protects
livelihoods and strengthens the self-reliance and resilience
of vulnerable populations, and local communitics, and that
prevents, preparcs for, mitigates and responds to food
security crises;

provide food assistance in such a way as to avoid
dependency and minimise direct and indirect negative
impacts on beneficiarics and others;

provide food assistance in a way that does not adversely
affcct local production, market conditions, marketing
structures and commercial trade or the price of essential
goods for vulnerable populations;

provide food aid in fully grant form, whenever possible;

Principles of food assistance effectivencss:

0]

(i)

in order to increasc thc amount available to spend on food
assistance for wvulnerable populations and to promote
efficiency, minimise associated costs as much as possible;

actively seek to cooperate, coordinate and share
information to improve the effectivencss and efficiency of
food assistance programs, and the coherencc between food
assistance and rclated policy areas and instruments;



