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No. 3988. STATUTE1 OF THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC 
ENERGY AGENCY. DONE AT THE HEADQUARTERS 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS, ON 26 OCTOBER 1956

Article I 
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE AGENCY

The Parties hereto establish an International Atomic Energy Agency 
(hereinafter referred to as " the Agency ") upon the terms and conditions 
hereinafter set forth.

Article II 
OBJECTIVES

The Agency shall seek to accelerate and enlarge the contribution of atomic 
energy to peace, health and prosperity throughout the world. It shall ensure, 
so far as it is able, that assistance provided by it or at its request or under its 
supervision or control is not used in such a way as to further any military purpose.

1 Came into force on 29 July 1957, in accordance with article XXI, paragraph E, in respect 
of the following States on behalf of which the instruments of ratification were deposited with the 
Government of the United States of America on the dates indicated :
Guatemala ....... 29 March 1957 Portugal ........ 12 July 1957
Switzerland ...... 5 April 1957 Israel ......... 12 July 1957

(With reservation, see Japan ......... 16 July 1957
p. 122) India ......... 16 July 1957
Union of Soviet Socialist (With observations, see

Republics . . . ... 8 April 1957 p. 122)
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Denmark ....... 16 July 1957

Republic ....... 8 April 1957 Turkey ......... 19 July 1957
Romania ........ 12 April 1957 lx United Kingdom of Great
Pakistan ........ 2 May 1957 Britain and Northern
Austria ......... 10 May 1957 Ireland ....... 29 July 1957
Afghanistan ....... 31 May 1957 (With statement, see
Union of South Africa . . 6 June 1957 p. 124)

(With statement, see United States of America . 29 July 1957
p. 122) (With interpretation and
Norway ........ 10 June 1957 understanding, see p. 124)
Sweden ........ 19 June 1957 Brazil ......... 29 July 1957
Czechoslovakia ...... 5 July 1957 Canada ......... 29 July 1957
Honduras ....... 9 July 1957 Australia ........ 29 July 1957
Dominican Republic . . . 11 July 1957 t France ......... 29 July 1957

The Statute came into force subsequently for the following States on the dates of deposit of 
instruments of ratification with the Government of the United States of America as indicated below :

Netherlands ...... 30 July 1957 Iceland ......... 6 August 1957
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Indonesia ........ 7 August 1957

Republic ....... 31 July 1957 Hungary ........ 8 August 1957
Poland ......... 31 July 1957 Korea ......... 8 August 1957
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Article III 
FUNCTIONS

A. The Agency is authorized :
1. To encourage and assist research on, and development and practical 

application of, atomic energy for peaceful uses throughout the world; and, if 
requested to do so, to act as an intermediary for the purposes of securing the 
performance of services or the supplying of materials, equipment, or facilities 
by one member of the Agency for another; and to perform any operation or 
service useful in research on, or development or practical application of, atomic 
energy for peaceful purposes;

2. To make provision, in accordance with this Statute, for materials, 
services, equipment, and facilities to meet the needs of research on, and develop 
ment and practical application of, atomic energy for peaceful purposes, including 
the production of electric power, with due consideration for the needs of the 
under-developed areas of the world;

3. To foster exchange of scientific and technical information on peaceful 
uses of atomic energy;

4. To encourage the exchange and training of scientists and experts in 
the field of peaceful uses of atomic energy;

5. To establish and administer safeguards designed to ensure that special 
fissionable and other materials, services, equipment, facilities, and information 
made available by the Agency or at its request or under its supervision or control 
are not used in such a way as to further any military purpose; and to apply 
safeguards, at the request of the parties, to any bilateral or multilateral ar 
rangement, or, at the request of a State, to any of that State's activities in the 
field of atomic energy;

6. To establish or adopt, in consultation and, where appropriate, in col 
laboration with the competent organs of the United Nations and with the 
specialized agencies concerned, standards of safety for protection of health 
and minimization of danger to life and property (including such standards for 
labour conditions), and to provide for the application of these standards to its 
own operations as well as to the operations making use of materials, services» 
equipment, facilities, and information made available by the Agency or at its 
request or under its control or supervision; and to provide for the application 
of these standards, at the request of the parties, to operations under any bilateral 
or multilateral arrangement, or, at the request of a State, to any of that State's, 
activities in the field of atomic energy;
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7. To acquire or establish any facilities, plant and equipment useful in 
carrying out its authorized functions, whenever the facilities, plant, and equipment 
otherwise available to it in the area concerned are inadequate or available only 
on terms it deems unsatisfactory.

B. In carrying out its functions, the Agency shall :
1. Conduct its activities in accordance with the purposes and principles 

of the United Nations to promote peace and international cooperation, and 
in conformity with policies of the United Nations furthering the establishment 
of safeguarded world-wide disarmament and in conformity with any international 
agreements entered into pursuant to such policies;

2. Establish control over the use of special fissionable materials received 
by the Agency, in order to ensure that these materials are used only for peaceful 
purposes ;

3. Allocate its resources in such a manner as to secure efficient utilization 
and the greatest possible general benefit in all areas of the world, bearing in 
mind the special needs of the under-developed areas of the world ;

4. Submit reports on its activities annually to the General Assembly of 
the United Nations and, when appropriate, to the Security Council : if in con 
nexion with the activities of the Agency there should arise questions that are 
within the competence of the Security Council, the Agency shall notify the 
Security Council, as the organ bearing the main responsibility for the main 
tenance of international peace and security, and may also take the measures 
open to it under this Statute, including those provided in paragraph C of article 
XII;

5. Submit reports to the Economic and Social Council and other organs 
of the United Nations on matters within the competence of these organs.

C. In carrying out its functions, the Agency shall not make assistance 
to members subject to any political, economic, military, or other conditions 
incompatible with the provisions of this Statute.

D. Subject to the provisions of this Statute and to the terms of agree 
ments concluded between a State or a group of States and the Agency which 
shall be in accordance with the provisions of the Statute, the activities of the 
Agency shall be carried out with due observance of the sovereign rights of 
States.

Article IV

MEMBERSHIP

A. The initial members of the Agency shall be those States Members 
of the United Nations or of any of the specialized agencies which shall have
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signed this Statute within ninety days after it is opened for signature and shall 
have deposited an instrument of ratification.

B. Other members of the Agency shall be those States, whether or not 
Members of the United Nations or of any of the specialized agencies, which 
deposit an instrument of acceptance of this Statute after their membership 
has been approved by the General Conference upon the recommendation of 
the Board of Governors. In recommending and approving a State for mem 
bership, the Board of Governors and the General Conference shall determine 
that the State is able and willing to carry out the obligations of membership 
in the Agency, giving due consideration to its ability and willingness to act in 
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

C. The Agency is based on the principle of the sovereign equality of 
all its members, and all members, in order to ensure to all of them the rights 
and benefits resulting from membership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations 
assumed by them in accordance with this Statute.

Article V 
GENERAL CONFERENCE

A. A General Conference consisting of representatives of all members 
shall meet in regular annual session and in such special sessions as shall be con 
vened by the Director General at the request of the Board of Governors or of 
a majority of members. The sessions shall take place at the headquarters of 
the Agency unless otherwise determined by the General Conference.

B. At such sessions, each member shall be represented by one delegate 
who may be accompanied by alternates and by advisers. The cost of attendance 
of any delegation shall be borne by the member concerned,

C. The General Conference shall elect a President and such other officers 
as may be required at the beginning of each session. They shall hold office 
for the duration of the session. The General Conference, subject to the provi 
sions of this Statute, shall adopt its own rules of procedure. Each member 
shall have one vote. Decisions pursuant to paragraph H of article XIV, para 
graph C of article XVIII and paragraph B of article XIX shall be made by a 
two-thirds majority of the members present and voting. Decisions on other 
questions, including the determination of additional questions or categories of 
questions to be decided by a two-thirds majority, shall be made by a majority 
of the members present and voting. A majority of members shall constitute 
a quorum.

D. The General Conference may discuss any questions or any matters 
within the scope of this Statute or relating to the powers and functions of any 
organs provided for in this Statute, and may make recommendations to the
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